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An object, viewed at once, and in its full extent, will sometimes strike the mind, when the several parts and gradations of it, separately seen, would be but little attended to. I shall therefore here present the society of Siphons with a calculation, of which they cannot dispute the truth, and will not, I believe, deny the moderation; and yet perhaps they will be surprised when they see the gross sums of the wine they suck, of the money they pay for it, and of the time they lose, in the course of seven years only.
I reckon that I put a staunch Siphon very low, when I put him only at two bottles a day, one with another. This in seven years amounts to four thousand four hundred and ten bottles,* which makes twenty hogsheads and seventy bottles.
Supposing this quantity to cost only four shillings a bottle, which I take to be the lowest price of Claret, the sum amounts to eight hundred and eighty-two pounds.
Allowing every Siphon but six hours a-day to suck his two bottles in, which is a short allowance, that time amounts to six hundred and thirty-eight days, eighteen hours, one full quarter of his life for the above-mentioned seven years. Can any rational being coolly consider these three gross sums, of wine, and consequently distempers swallowed, of money lavished, and time lost, without shame, regret, and a resolution of reformation ?
I am well aware, that the numerous society of Siphons will say, like Sir Tunbelly, "What would " this fellow have us do ?" To which I am at no loss
* Thifl calculation is defective, the number of bottles drunk in that time amounting to 5110.   (Note by Dr. Maty.)